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[ROMANS wii g. 


For Twas line. 2vithout obs law once: but when the. 


commandment came, fin revived, and I died. 


T. is a moſt true maxim of ſeripture, that The 


whole need not the) phyſician, but thoſe who are 5 
ien EL he.church of Chriſt has- been juſtly com- 
pared to an _hoſpiral, to which none but the ſick re- 
pair; n 5 wonder then that the gay and healthy ſhun 
jt, But, whether we know it or not, our ſouls are 
ſadly and dangerouſly diſeaſed ; and the worlt ſymp; 


tom of all is, we know it not. 


It may not be pleaſant to a perſon to be told of any - 
thing amiſs in bis health, his family, or his affairs; 
yet he is a true friend, who gives the information; h 


and he is a wiſs man who thankfully receives it. 


With this view John the Baptiſt was ſent before 
. Chriſt ; by preaching repentance to prepare the way 
for hab 6 and the diſfciplzs of John gladly received the 
"8 Without the knowledge of ourſelves, as 
ſinners, we cannot underſtand the goſpel, nor prize - 


Jeſus. And this is the true key to what would other- 
wiſe be unaccountable the general neglect of the 


£reat ſalvation. When our Lord himſelf and his in- 


ſpired apoſtles, with every poſſible advantage, preach- 
ed the goſpel, few believed the heavenly report; al- 
1oft all, with one conſent, began to make excuſe; 


one going to his farm, and another to his merchan= : 


dize. Now, as men ate all alive to worldly pleaſure 


and profit, It iS evidents that their neglect ariſes from 
| ignorance 


5 


5 


ignorance of their tr ue ſtate; and this is from their } Jg- 


noranee of the law of God, which is the only certain 


rule and ſtandard by which to meaſure ourſelves. h 
Hence, St. Paul, defigning in this epiftle to treat 
fully concerning the great point of Juſtifcation, or 
being made. righteous before God, takes care, in the 
firſt place, to prove that all men in the world are ſin- 


ners—the Gentiles againſt the law of nature, and the 


Jews, againſt the written law, or ten commandments. 
He well knew the importance of this method, by his 


dv experience; for he ſays in the text, he was a- 
live without the law once, &c. that is, when hg was 
unconverted, and a proud phariſee, he had high ſwel- 
ling thoughts of himſelf; thought all was well 'be- 


tween God and him; he did not fee himſelf dead in 
law, being juſtly condeinned by it for his ſin; but he 


was all alive in his own opinion: and his miſtake aroſe 


from ignorance of the law. Ie was „ without the 
law;” not without the letter of it; he could hive ſaid 
it by heart ; but he did not Enosis ſpiritual mean- 
ing, and high requirements. But when the com- 
mandment came, eſpecially the tenth commandment'z 
when it came, in the light and energy of the Holy 


Spirit, to his mind and conſcience ; when he ſaw ti:dt 
it reached to the thoughts, principles, views, and de- 


fires of the heart, as well as to his words and acti- 


ons; requiring perfect purity, and condemning for 


a fingle fin, even in thought then, faith he, 8 
«fin revived, and I died.” Then he ſaw thoufünds 
of things to be fins, which he never thought ſuch be- 
fore; and he found fin hadfull power and life in him; fin 
received in his conſcience ; heſawit in all its dreadful 
terror, as juſtly exoling him to the wrath of God; 
and he fell under a ſenſe of death and condemnation, 


as a man dead in law, and deſerving to die eternally. 
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Now, chat we may rightly underſtand the law, and | 

that it may be © our ſehoolmaſter to bring us to 
Chriſt,“ Jet us, 
Fir, Take a view of the ho'y law, by which i is the 
| knowledge of fin; and, | 
_ Secondly, Conſider the proper effect of a work of the 
law on the heart, 

I. Let us take a view of the holy law of God ; 57 | 
hereby is the knowledge. Ain, : 
Remember, my friends, that God, who is the ma- 
ker of the world, is alſo the governor of it. Man is 
a rational being, and accountable to God for his 
conduct. Brutes are led by inſtinct; but it is fit that 
man ſhould be led by proper motives, willingly to o- 
dey his maker's will. Now, from the firſt, God gave 

a law to man. It was not indeed written. There 
Vas no occaſion for it. Men lived almoſt a thouſand 
years, and could eaſily teach their children, what God 
at firſt taught Adam. At length, however, God ſaw 
fit togive his law from mount Sinai, in dreadful thun- 
ders; and alſo to write it on two tables of ſtone. 

You will obſerve, that the law of God is ſummed 
vp in one word, namely, Love ; and that this love 
has two objects. Love to God, for what he. is in him- 
felf, and for the bleſſings he wor us; and Love to 
on for God's ſake. 

The love we owe to God, is to.be eld in four 
ways, and theſe are ſet forth in the four firſt com- 
mandments. 

The £&/ commandment is, Thou ſhalt hows no gh 
Gras before me. This requires us to know and con- 
feſs the true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
as the only living God, and our God; in oppoſition 


| to all idolatry; it ee us alſo to love and adore 
| him, 
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him, as the author of our being, and the ſource- of 
our happineſs; and this commandment j is broken, not 


71 


only by worſhipping other gods, but by ſetting up N 


dols in our hearts, by exceſſive (elf. love, or love of 
| creatures, relations, money, or gratifications of the 
fleſh; ſo that, according to this, there are many athes 


iſts, living without God in the world, and many i 1 7775 


laters, worſhipping the creature. toe DONE 


The ſecond commandment forbids all worlhip bf is! 


mages ; and requires us to worſhip God in the way lie! 
has appointed ; but, alas ! how many wholly neglect 
and deſpiſe his worſhip ! How many others forget 
that God is a Spirit, and muſt be worſhipped in Spi- 
rit and truth! What levity, and folly. do many mix 
with their pretended devotions.! But in vain do we 
thus mock God, and play the hypocrite, drawing bien 
to him with the lips, when our hearts are. far from 
The third commandment Nacht the Kir the 
Lord's name in vain. But O, how awful is the e com- 
mon practice of curſing and (wearing | and many, who 
do not uſe the moſt hora oaths” will cry out—O 
Lord! O God! © Chriſt ! God bleſs us! Lord have 


mercy ! &c. &c. But, however coramon this prac- 


| tice is, let all men know that God declares, ** he will 
not hold them guiltleſs that take his name in vain.” 
O conſider what a great God we have to do with; 
and let his name never be mentioned without a ſeri⸗ 
ous pauſe, allowing us time to think, who hei 87 and 
that he is greatly to be feared. 


'Fhe fourth commandment reſpects the Fellaious | 


obſervation of the Lord's: day, or chriſtian Tibbaih. 


> We can never enough admire the goodneſs of God 


in the PPAgmens of it. Perſons ſhould prepare for 
Sen. „nF! ĩð ow \. ho 


F 6 OY 
It, by "REV every thing + as much as poſ- 
ſible, that no pait of it, eſpecially the morning, which 
is the beſt part of it, ſhould be loſt. All unneceſſary 
works are to be laid aſide; no journeys, no viſits, no 
ſettling aceounts, writing letters, nor paying and re- 
ceiving wages. The whole day, from morning to 
night, ſhould be ſpent in acts of religious worſhip, 
public and private, except ſo much as muſt be em- 
ployed in works of neceſſity and mercy. 

O, how awfully is this holy day profaned, by idle- 
neſs, by needleſs} journeys and'viſits; by wilfully ftay- 
ing away from public worſhip, or by going to church 
merely to meet with neighbours for worldly buſinefs; 
or to ſhew their ne eloaths; by going to public- hou- 
ſes, by reading newſpapers, or, 557 mere e vain 
diſcourſe and Sinbfemnhed EET 

Now the breach of this commindment; and of the 
three former, evidently proceeds from want of love 
to God. If we loved him as the beſt of beings, we 
ſhould love his day, revere his name, and prize his 
worſhip. And have we not broken all theſe com- 

 mandments ? Have we not reaſon to cry, in the words 
cx the Litany, © Lord, have mercy upon us, (for 
having broken theſe laws) and incline our hearts to 
keep them in time to come,” | | . 
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Proceed we now to the Godin table SY the er 
The ſix laſt commandments reſpect our love to our 
neighbour. The ſum of all is, Thou ſhalt love 
| thy neighbour as thyſelf.” bn N ; 
The fifth commandment reſpects our wk; ned 2 
bour—our relations, our parents. Theſe have had 
the care and expence of our education; we can never 
repay their kindneſs, We ſhould honour them by 
Ly | | 1 55 obedience 
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obedience to their directions, and by treating them - 
with the preateſt reſpect; and that, not only in child- 
hood, but in youth and riper years; we ſhould ſtudy 

to preſerve their reputation? to alleviate their infirmi- 
ties ; and, if neceſſary, to ſupport them in old age. 

"This command alſo ineludes the duty that ſervants 
owe to their maſters, and fubjects to their gover- 
nors; it forbids mere eye- ſervice; waſting the proper= 
ty of ſuperiors ; ; or wing unizithful in what they 
commit to our truſt. f 
The ſixth commandment mes us how-to thew 
our love to our neighbour, by a regard to his life and 
health ; and it forbids not only actual murder, but 
anger, hatred, malice, and other murderous tempers; 
for © whoſoever hateth his brother, is a murderer,” 
1 John ii. 15. Whoever ſaith to his brother, Ra- 
ca, (thou vile fellow) or, thou fool, ſhall be in dan- 
ger of hell fire,” fo our Lord declares, Matt. v. 22. 
All unjuſt wars, fighting, quarrelling, ill uſage, or 
provocations, which may hurt the health, and life of 
another, are forbidden. But the worſt of all, is „, 
murder. Parents who neglect to inſtruct their chil- 
dren, and who are examples of vice to them ; drunk- 
ards, whoremongers and adulterers, who alluve others. 
to fin with them; all theſe are ſoul-murderers. 

The ſeventh. commundeetit reſpects the love of our 
neighbour, with regard to purity of heart, word, and 
deed : it forbids not only the actual adultery of mar- 
ried perſons; but all fornication and wantonneſs. E- 
very luſtful thought, word, or look, makes a perſon 
an adulterer in God's ſight ; for ſo. Chriſt himſelf ex- 
plains this othiniandatent; Matt. v. 28. Whoſo- 
ever looketh on a woman to luſt after, hath commit- 
cou N with her — y in his heart.“ All pri- 

| vate 
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Voate uncleanneſs, known only to God and has. | 
and practiſed, perhaps, by .thoſe who pals for chaſte 


and virtuous people, is forbidden. Immodeſt dreſs, 


tends to the breaking of this law; as, alſo do lewd, 


books, novels, plays, ſongs, and pictures. 


The eighth commandment directs us how to _ _ 


our love to our neighbour, by a regard to his proper- 
ty. It forbids taking to our own uſe, What belongs 


to another. Covetouſneſs has led men to invent a 
thouſand ways to cheat and defraud. Thoſe who de- 


ceivs in ſelling; by falſe weights and meaſures ; thoſe 
who run in debt, without the proſpęct of paying a- 


gain; thoſe who oppreſs the poor, ſervants who neg- 


ſect their buſineſs, or waſte their maſter 8 pepe. 
are all thieves in God's eſte m. 
The ninth commandment reſpects our wh to our 


neighbour; in his reputation or good name. Not 
only taking a falſe oath before a magiſtrate, but all 


lying, ſlandering, and evil ſpeaking is forbidden. And 
O, how is the world filled with this | and what is the 


greater part of common nee but a wanton 


breach of this law 1. 1 


The laft Dd enjoins the lob of our 


neighbour, by requiring us to be content with our 


condition; forbidding us to envy or grieve at the good 
of our neighbour, or wiſh to deprive him of it, that 
we may enjoy it. Lea, it goes much further, and 


forbids the moſt ſecret, wiſh of the heart to obtain any 
thing that God forbids; and this is particularly the com- 
mandment that St. paul ſpeaks of in the text I had 
not known luſt, ſaith he, ver. 7. except the law had 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet.” When this command- 
ment came with power to his mind, he ſaw, that the 


feeret workings, and firſt motions of inordinate affec- 
4 | tions 
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mayeſt be juſtified by thy works : but, if thou fail in 


+ F 
tions were fins. Before he ſaw this, he thought all 
was well, for he was free from groſs and outward of- 


fehces : he was what the world calls @ god liver; but 


this commandment ſhewed him the fins of his "SY 
He found the law was ſpiritual—reaching' to the 


thoughts and deſires of the heart; and thus “ fin, by 
the commandment, became exeveding ſinful.” Ha- 


ving taken this brief view of the law, we may proceed, 


Secondly —T o conſider tlie proper effect of a work 


of the law upon the heart. Sin revived, and 1 died,” 


The law is „ the miniſtration of condemnation, 


_ and of death,” 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9. If a perſon could 
keep it perfectly, it would iche him to life ; for it 


was originally “ ordained to life; but“ 1 found it, 
faith St. Paul, to be unto death.“ The reaſon is, be- 


_ cauſe we cannot, through the weakneſs of our fallen 


nature, keep it perfectly; and if we fail 1 in one point, 
we are guilty of all. "Therefore it is written, Gal. 


Hi, 10. ** As many as are of the works of the law, 


(that is, who truſt to the works of the law for ſalva- 


tion) are under the curſe: for curſed is every one that 
continueth not in al! things written in the book of the 


law to do them.” 

Now this is the ſad condition of us all, till we be- 
lieve in Chriſt for righteouſneſs. It is to no purpoſe 
for any one to plead—I have not ſinned fo and ſo. 


| Haſt thou finned at all? Haſt thou finned once? 
Then thou art guilty, and the law condemns thee to 
eternal death. The law makes no allowances ; no a- 


batements; it does not ſay a word about: ſincere obedi- 


ence, or doing as well as we can. No. The law ſays, 


Do all things that are commanded. Do them perfect- 
ly. Continue all thy life to do them; and then thou 


One 
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one 3 thou comeſt under the curſe; for he 


ſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend i in one 


point, he is guilty of all,” James ii. 10. 


A perſon may ſay, It is true, 1 haye finned ; but I 
am very ſorry for my fins, and will amend my. life ; 


will not this relieve me from the curſe ? No. The law 


has made no proviſion, for repentance, reformation, or 
pardon., The flyle of the law is not, Repent and 


live; or, Reform and live. But, keep the whole law 
- perfeftly and continually, and live : tranſgreſs it, and 
die. It is true that the goſpel brings relief for the ſin- 
ner, becauſe it reveals Chriſt and his righteouſneſs ; ; 


but the law knows nothipg of mercy. It is not in- 
tended to give life, but to kill, and deſtroy all hopes of 
life by obedience, and ſo force the ſinner to fly to 
Chriſt. So St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom, i i T- Ms Now we 
Know that whatſoever the law Gith, it ſaith 1 ro them that 


| are under the law: that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
and-allt the world become guilty. before God.” This, 
then, cuts off all hopes of ſalvation b works ; for the 


apoſtle adds, Therefore by the deeds of the jaw ſhall 


rofleſh be juſtibed in his fig ht; for by the law i is the n 
knowledge of fin.” This is ts ufe. It can gono | 


further. It is by the goſpel v we have the knowledge 


of righteouſneſs. 5 


We ſhould, be very careful to diſtinguiſh between 
the law and the goſpel, for many miltakes ariſe from 


mingling. them together, 5 5 
According to the law, falvation i is by works : f ac- 


cording to the goſpel, it is by grace.“ 


* The law ſays, Do this, and be ſaved: but Us 


goſpel lays, Believe this, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
The, law threatens to Puniſh the ſinner for the 
| firſt 
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firſt offence: but the goſpel offers him pardon for, 


many offences.” 
„The law ſentences him to death; ; _ the goſpel of- 
fers him juſtification to life.“ 

By the law, he is a guilty f anner; by the goſpel 
he may be made a glorious ſaint.” | 
If he die under the guilt. of the broken law, hell 
will be his everlaſting portion ; if he die a partaker of 
the grace of the goſpel, heaven will be his eternal | in- 
beritance.” 
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 APPLICATION:., 


A now, my dear friends, having laid [bottote! you 


the nature of the law, let me beg you moſt feriouſly 
to conſider what has been ſaid, and that with regard 


to yourſelves. What do you know of God's law, by 


by your own experience ? Have you ſeen that it is ex- 
ceeding broad; that it requires you to love God with 
all your heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength? and your neigh- 


bour as yourſelf? And have you done this? Alas! 


your conſcience ſmites you, and your own mouth 
muſt condemn you. 
We have offended againſt thy holy laws. We 555 


How often have you ſaid, 


left undone thoſe things which we ought to have 


done : and we have done thoſe things which we ought 
not to have done.” 


Did you mean what you faid ? 
if not, you lied before God; if you did, you pleaded 
guilty ; you have confeſſed you Wea: a of the 


law and under its curſe. 


And have you conſidered, what ©* a ett thing it 
is to fall into the hands of the living God? O how 
would your heart melt within you, if you duly conſi- 


dered what it is to be under his NS and to bear his 


wrath 


| and he. will 0 you! reſts 


hm } 


wrath to · all eternity. If you can hear the cbrſes of 


this law, and not be alarmed for your ſafety, your - 


heart is hard indeed. May God have mercy upon 
_ You, and take away the heart of ſtone!_ 
Perhaps you are ſaying, Muſt I deſpair then? No, 
Gad forbid ! You mult deſpair of obtaining ſalvation. 
by your works, your ſorrow for fin, or your future a- 
mendment. And this will make the goſpel welcome 
to you. The law has done its office, if it drives you 
to Chriſt. It is preached for this very purpoſe, and 
« Chriſt is 2 end of the law fot rightedouſneſs. The 
goſpel reveals à free, full and eberlaſting falvation. K 
publiſhes to the convinced ſinner, pardon and life, as 
the free giſt of God; for Chriſt hath obeyed the pre- 


cepts of the law i in our ſtead. He hath alſo borne the 


puniſhment in our room. © He. hath redeemed us. 


from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us.” 


What a bleſſing have you already received, if God, by 


good Spirit has convinced you of ſin 5 This is the 
dawn of 4 glorious day. He will alſo convince you 
of righteouſneſs, and ſhew you, that it may be yours, 
Caſt yourſelves down at the footſtool of mercy. Con- 
feſs your fins. Acknowledge your guilt, Own your 
| helpleſſneſs. | Cry for pardon. Fly to Jeſus, who _ 
waits to be gracious, and all ſhall yet be well. He 


hath wounded, that he may heal: he hath killed, 


that he may make alive. Youinow will be glad of the 


| Phyſician, for you feel your ſickneſs; and he waits 


to be gracious, ' You are Wear 


| ag " leader, 


